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SUBJECT: UN BUDGET: UN INFORMATION CENTERS 

REF: STATE 57980 

1. ACCORDING TO AN ECLA STAFF MEMBER, SMALL (TWO PROFESSIONALS 
AND TWO LOCALS) UN INFORMATION CENTER OPERATES IN SANTIAGO 
OUT OF ECLA. IN ADDITION TO DISSEMINATING IN CHILE NEWS 
REPORTS ON UN ACTIVITIES, THE INFORMATION CENTER REPORTS ON 
LOCAL ACTIVITIES OF UN BODIES TO UN HEADQUARTERS IN NEW 

YORK FOR DISTRIBUTION TO OTHER INFORMATION CENTERS AS 
APPROPRIATE. 

2. ALMOST ALL MEMBERS AT EMBASSY RESTRICTED COUNTRY TEAM 
MEETING WERE UNAWARE OF CENTER'S EXISTENCE, AND NO ONE 
RECALLED SEEING EVIDENCE OF ITS ACTIVITIES. 

3. WORTH NOTING THAT DOMINANT POLITICAL ATMOSPHERE IN 
CHILE AT PRESENT IS NOT FAVORABLE TOWARD UN. WE PRESUME 
THAT UN CENTER THEREFORE HAS PROBLEMS PLACING ITS MATERIAL 
IN CHILEAN MEDIA OR OTHERWISE MAKING AN IMPACT. 
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